Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SAN SA 00833 230004Z 
ACTION ARA-IO 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 AID-05 EB-08 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-04 H-OI INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-0 1 PRS-OI 
SP-02 SS-I5 NSCE-00 SSO-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 LAB-04 
SIL-OI COME-00 /068 W 

230017 004537/70 

OR2223I5ZFEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3439 
INEO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
USCINCSO 

CONEIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 0833 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, PGOV, ES 

SUBJECT: ROMERO DECLARED WINNER OE ELECTORAL "HAPPENING'' 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 0745 

1. ALTHOUGH NO OFFICIAL FIGURES HAVE BEEN RELEASED AS YET, 

THE PRESS HAS CARRIED UNOFEICIAL AND INCOMPLETE TALLIES WHICH 
INDICATE THAT GENERAL CARLOS HUMBERTO ROMERO WILL BE ANNOUNCED 
THE WINNER OE SUNDAY'S PLEBESITE BY SOMETHING APPROXIMATING A 
TWO TO ONE MARGIN OVER THE OPPOSITION'S COL. ERNESTO CLARAMOUNT. 
JUDGING FROM THESE EARLY RELEASES, THE NUMBERS WILL SHOW ROMERO 
AND THE PCN WINNING BY HEALTHY MARGINS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT 
EXCEPT SAN SALVADOR, WHERE, BY THIS MORNING, THE COUNT WAS SAID 
TO BE RUNNING SOME SIXTY-EORTY IN EAVOR OE THE UNO OPPOSITION. 

2. THE POT T ING BOOTHS HAD HARDLY OPENED ON SUNDAY WHEN THE 
OPPOSITION BEGAN EXPERIENCING DIEFICULTIES, AND DENOUNCING 
ERAUD. FROM REPORTS REACHING THE EMBASSY FROM VARIOUS 
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SOURCES, INCLUDING GOVERNMENT CONTACTS, THE UNO 
COMPLAINTS OP STUPFED BALLOT BOXES, HARASSMENT AND 
INTIMIDATION OP ITS OBSERVERS, AND OTHER HANKY-PANKY 
ACTIVITIES HAVE CONSIDERABLE BASIS N PACT. A PDC 
SPOKESMAN TOLD AN EMBASSY OFPICER THAT THE UNO HAD 
DISCOVERED THE MILITARY RADIO FREQUENCY THAT WAS USED 
TO PASS ORDERS BACK AND PORTH TO THE OUTLYING POLLING 
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STATIONS. THE UNO CLAIMS IT TAPED, AND INVITED 
MEMBERS OE THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS TO LISTEN TO AND 
TAPE, RADIO TRAFEIC IN WHICH THE INNER WORKINGS OE THE 
GOVERNMENT'S ERAUD AND MANIPULATION WERE TOTALLY EXPOSED. 

THE EMBASSY HAS BEEN PROMISED COPIES OE THE INTERCEPTED 
BROADCASTS. 

3. ONE GOVERNMENT SOURCE TOLD AN EMBASSY CONTACT THAT THE 
NATIONAL GUARD AND ORDEN (THE GOVERNMENT'S PARAMILITARY 
POLITICAL ARM IN THE COUNTRYSIDE) HAD RESORTED TO "VERY 
HEAVY-HANDED" MEANS TO ASSURE A PCN LANDSLIDE. HE ADDED 

THAT SUCH PRACTICES ARE A NORMAL PART OP SALVADORAN ELECTIONS,R 
BUT THAT THIS TIME "THE COMPLAINTS WERE HEAVIER AND COMING 
IN EARLIER" THAN EVER BEPORE. 

4. THE OPPOSITION HELD A PROTEST RALLY AND PARADE DURING 
THE LATE AFTERNOON AND EVENING OP FEBRUARY 21. SOMETHING 
AROUND 1500 TO 2000 SUPPORTERS OF CLARAMOUNT PARTICIPATED. 

STARTING DURING THE MORNING OP FEBRUARY 22, STORIES HAVE 
BEGUN TO PLY OP CIVIL DISTURBANCES AND WORKER WALKOUTS 
AROUND THE COUNTRY. THE CITY OP SAN SALVADOR IS FULL 

OF RUMORS OF TRANSPORTATION STOPPAGES CAUSED BY NAILS IN 
THE STREETS, BUS DRIVERS LEAVING THEIR VEHICLES, AND 
OVERTURNED CARS. THE EMBASSY HAS NO RPT NO VERIPICATION OP ANY 
RPT ANY OP THESE STORIES. EMBASSY PERSONNEL WHO HAVE TRAVELED 
THROUGH SAN SALVADOR HAVE SEEN LITTLE BEYOND A SCARCITY OF PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT. 

5. COMMENT. ERAUD AND WILD RUMORS ARE A NATURAL 
BY-PRODUCT OP ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR. A GOOD NUMBER 
OP EMBASSY CONTACTS, PROM BOTH SIDES OP SUNDAY'S 
ELECTION PROCESS, CLAIM TO KNOW WHAT THE 'REAL FIGURES' 
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OP THE ELECTION WERE. IN THE EMBASSY'S OPINION, THE ELECTORAL 
SYSTEM WAS TAMPERED WITH AT SO MANY POINTS, AND IN 
SUCH BLATANT WAYS, THAT NO ONE RPT NO ONE HAS ANY IDEA 
OP HOW MANY GENUINE VOTES WENT TO EACH OF THE CANDIDATES. THE 
EMBASSY NEVERTHELESS DOUBTS THAT THE OPPOSITION WILL BE ABLE 
TO MAINTAIN ITS DEMANDS POR REVERSING THE APPARENT 
RESULTS, I.E., A ROMERO VICTORY. THE ONLY PACTOR THAT 
COULD BUOY THEIR SPIRITS WOULD BE IF THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS DID 
PROCLAIM TO THE WORLD, AND NOT JUST POR A DAY OR SO, 

THAT WHAT TOOK PLACE WAS A PARCE. IP VISITING CORRESPONDENTS ACT- 
UALLY DID LEAVE WITH CASSETTES PULL OP GOVERNMENT INSTRUCTIONS 
TO STUFP, HARRASS, AND MANIPULATE, THEN NATIONAL EMBARRASSMENT 
MIGHT SPARK SOMETHING. 

LOZANO 
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